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DETAILED ACTION 

Oath/Declaration 

Applicant has failed to provide a properly signed oath/declaration. 

Response to Arguments 
1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 26 - 33 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Re claim 26, Applicant argues that Schena includes a safety optical 
switch, which is operated by sensing ambient light through a surface of the 
housing, which is different from being able to turn on and off a massage feature 
when a person's hand is present. 

However, Examiner respectfully argues that claim 26 reciting "a light 
sensor which senses the presence or absence of a user's hand , said light sensor 
providing a signal which turns on or off said massage mechanism depending on 
a presence or absence of said user's hand " in lines 7 - 10 is not different from 
Schena since the optical sensor detecting a presence of a user's hand as taught 
by Schena turns a mechanism feature of a mouse on or off depending on the 
presence of a user's hand in Col. 29, lines 20 - 26. 

Therefore, the idea of incorporating the optical switch which turns on or off 
depending on the presence of a user's hand into the mouse having a massage 
feature as taught by Muir would read on claim 26. Thereby the argument is 
moot. 
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2. In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 26 - 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Muir (US 6,599,259 B2) in view of Schena et al. (Hereinafter "Schena" US 
6,100,874), and further in view of Chen et al. (Hereinafter "Chen" US 

2005/01 05262A1). 

Re claim 26, Muir teaches a computer mouse (30 "input device" Fig. 2) 
comprising: 

a housing (See Fig. 2); 

a massage mechanism (See Figs. 3a - 3e; 20 "massaging element") which has 
at least one button ((12 "on/off switch (button)" Fig. 2) that protrudes out from said 
housing and a cover (24 "a pliable sheet or film" Fig. 2). 

But does not expressly disclose a cover which is attachable to and removable 
from said housing which, when assembled to said housing, covers said massage 
mechanism. 
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However, Chen teaches a computer mouse including an easily exchangeable 
(Chen: Para 0017) holding sheath/cover fitted onto the mouse, which has protection 
portion and an auxiliary holding portion that is connected over the upper housing of the 
mouse to cover the portion of the upper housing (Chen: Para 0020 - 0021 . Figs. 1 - 
3.). 

Therefore, taking the combined teachings of Muir and Chen, as a whole, it would 
have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the idea of 
having a cover fitted onto the mouse to cover up a portion of the housing as taught by 
Chen into the mouse having a massage mechanism as taught by Muir to obtain a 
mouse with a massage mechanism comprising a sheath/cover fitted onto the mouse to 
cover the upper housing of the mouse to cover the massage mechanism to provide a 
degree of decorative variety and ergonomics to the mouse (Chen: Para 0007) 

The combined teachings of Muir and Chen teach a computer mouse comprising 
a housing, a massage mechanism and a cover, which is attachable to and removable 
from the housing. 

But does not expressly teach a light sensor positioned within said housing which 
senses the presence or absence of a user's hand or said cover covering said light 
sensor, and light sensor providing a signal which turns on or off said massage 
mechanism depending on a presence of said user's hand. 

However, Schena teaches a force feedback mouse which includes an optical 
switch/light switch, which is operated by sensing ambient light through a surface of the 
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housing to turn on or off a mechanism of the mouse depending on the presence of the 
user's hand (Schena: light sensing system. Col. 29, lines 19 - 26.). 

Therefore, taking the combined teachings of Muir, Chen and Schena, as a whole, 
it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
mouse with a light sensing switch as taught by Schena to the mouse as taught by Muir 
and Chen to obtain a mouse with a massaging element which is turned on or off the 
activated switch depending on the presence of a user's hand to prevent the user from 
injury due to unexpected movement of the mouse. (Schena: Col. 29, lines 5-10). 

Re claim 27, Muir teaches the computer mouse wherein the level of massage 
provided by said massage mechanism of said mouse is adjustable (Muir: 14 "rheostat," 
Fig. 2. Col. 4 lines 10-13; "rheostat may be configured to control one or more 
massage stimulus characteristic/level.). 

Re claim 28, Muir teaches the computer mouse wherein said massage 
mechanism includes a plurality of buttons (24 "contact member" Fig. 3d. See Fig. 3d 
the contact members are in the form of buttons) each of which is spring biased (Col. 3, 
line 53; "springs (as in Fig. 3d) against a rotatable surface (Col. 3, line 51; 
"wheels/rotatable surface (as in Fig. 3d)") which includes an inclined portion (See Fig. 
3d. The wheel below the buttons comprises "inclined portions" between each button. 
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Re claim 29, the combined teachings of Muir, Chen and Schena teach the 
computer mouse with a light sensor, which is located on a convenient surface of a 
housing (Schena: Col. 29, lines 20 - 22). 

But does not expressly disclose a sensor that is positioned in a center of said 
massage mechanism. 

However, the courts have been held that a mere change of location of parts is 
generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re Japikse . 
86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 1950). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to incorporate the idea of having a light sensor in a center of said massage mechanism 
to accurately detect the presence of a user's hand. 

Re claim 30, the combined teachings of Muir, Chen and Schena teach the 
computer mouse of claim 26, wherein said cover has at least a portion which projects 
under said housing (Schena: See Fig. 3. The cover has a rim which projects under the 
housing.). 

Re claim 31 , the combined teachings of Muir, Chen and Schena teach the 
computer mouse of claim 26, wherein said housing has a contour top and wherein said 
cover has a shape which matches said contour top (Schena: See Fig. 2. The 
sheath/cover matches the contour of the mouse.). 
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4. Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muir, Chen and Schena as applied to claims 26 - 31 above, and further in view of 
Krolik (US 3,967,617). 

Re claim 32, the combined teachings of Muir, Chen and Schena teach the 
computer mouse of claim 28, wherein said rotatable surface is driven by an electric 
motor (Muir: 22 "electric motor" Fig. 3d). 

But does not expressly teach a double pole, double throw switch for activation by 
a user to reverse a direction of the electric motor. 

However, Krolik teaches a massaging device comprising a reversing switch such 
as a double pole double throw switch to change the direction of massaging force (Krolik: 
Col. 12, lines 17-20). 

Therefore, taking the combined teachings of Muir, Chen, Schena and Krolik, as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the idea of using a double pole double throw switch as taught by Krolik into 
the mouse of Muir, Chen and Schena to obtain a mouse with a massage mechanism 
comprising a double pole double throw switch to vary the direction of massaging force 
to give the user more thorough and complete coverage of the massaging surface. 

5. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muir, Chen, Schena and Krolik as applied to claim 32 above, and further in view 
Sugimoto et al. (Hereinafter "Sugimoto" US 4,495,560). 
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Re claim 33, the combined teachings of Muir, Chen, Schena and Krolik teach the 
computer mouse of claim 32. 

But does not expressly disclose a Darlington transistor as a current multiplier to 
multiply the current needed to power said electric motor of said massage mechanism. 

However, Sugimoto teaches a shoulder patting/massaging machine wherein an 
amplifying means including transistors in the Darlington form for amplifying the 
controlled electric signal from the control means into an electric current signal sufficient 
to drive a movable core or motor (Sugimoto: Col. 36, lines 34-45). 

Therefore, taking the combined teachings of Muir, Chen, Schena, Krolik and 
Sugimoto, as a whole, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the idea of using a Darlington form transistors for providing 
sufficiently amplified/multiplied current to a motor as taught by Sugimoto into the mouse 
as taught by Muir, Chen, Schena and Krolik to obtain a mouse with a massage 
mechanism wherein the motor for the massage mechanism comprises a Darlington 
form transistors to provide sufficiently amplified current to the motor to provide a user 
with a satisfactory massaging sensation. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yong Sim whose telephone number is (571) 270-1 189. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (Alternate Fridays off) 7:30- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



8/14/2007 
YHS 



AMR A. AWAD 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




